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1 Gentlemen, 8 [ 
| I is with abu 
I. faction that I make this 
LS lick Acknowledgment of 
my gratitude to the place of my 
|! Education; nor is it with le 
plüeaſure that I give up my Gon 
mon to your Dianimois R 
whoſe civilities to me = | 
fo very great, —— can = : 


"you _ *. ER: 


* » 
. % 
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e Dedication: 


Learning; of which, ſome a- 


but hope, that the Conſiderati- 


that great end for which they 


were given, to the Glory of Gad, 
and in Conſequence of that to the 
is | ſupport of our excellent Con- 
of ſtitution, Eccleſiaſtical and Ci= * -} 


11 am, | 
rſt, ” 74 Gentlemen, aibnef ie e | 
| Your moſt Humble, and 4 


mong you, ſtand poſſeſs d in ſo 
eminent a Degree, that I cannot 
on'of your own Abilities, will 
exCite you to employ them to 


Wh 
Ii a very ſhort but imper- | 
fect Eſſay, on the Advantages of 


Obedient Seruant, . 
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"that keepeth Underſtanding, ſhall find go. 
Ntereſt is the great prevailing Principle of uma 
Nature, tis the moving Spring of all our Actions, 
tit gives Life and Spirit to all our Undertakings; 
and ?ris fit that it ſhould do ſo, were we once made fen- 
ſible what is our true and proper Intereſt: But in this; 
like the Philoſopher's of 27 with relation to be 
Supream Good, our Notions and Sentiments ar 
widely different. Hence proceeds that variety of pur- 
fuits which we obſerve in all Mankind: Some there 
are who ſeek after Pleaſure, as if God made Man with 


F 


no other defign than to follow his diverſions: others eu- 


dea vour all they can to raiſe themſelves a plentiful for- 
tune, as if that alone coud make them happy; but what 


ate. Riches when ſeparated from Wiſdom? How o 


do they prove the nnhappy Inftruments of makitig 2 


en ridiculous? Others again ſeek 
after Learning, and W 

their delight : Theſe are the Men who are truly ſenſible 
of the — of their Nature, who conſider the end and 


iſdom and Underſtanding axe 


PPS of Life, the end fot which they | came into the 
orld : theſe are the Men who conſider their Duties 
which they owe to God, their Country and themſelves. 


In theſe Relations con ſiſteth that Wiſ om, Which who- 
ſoever getteth loveth his own Soul; in theſe relations is 


compriz d that underſtanding, which whoſgever keep- 


eth, ſhall find good. 


In diſcourſing on which Words, I ſhall 4 

Firſt, Conſider, what that Wiſdom and Underſtand- 
ing is, which is here propos d to our acquiſition. 

Secondly; The great and many Advantages which na- 


turally reſult from ſo conſiderable an Attainment. 


Jam TP conſider what that Wiſdom and Un- 
derſtanding i which is here propos d to our acquilt- 


tion. Wiſdom 


6 ») - Wh 77 
Wiſdom and Underbendlag are general terms, [7 | 
and conſequently not to be limited and confin'd to any I 
particular Art and Science, bur are exercisd in all; he 
is a Wiſe and Underſtanding Man, who having pro- 
pos d ſome end to himſelf, immediately ſeeks out pro- 
per means to compaſs and effect it; according to the 
goodneſs of the end and means we pitch upon, ſuch is 
our Wiſdom, which will always riſe or fall, in pro- 
tion to the Excellency of the Objects, about which 
eme o e h bie eee ee tp 
To 1 therefore regularly and clearly, tis neceſ- 
fry. todiſtinguiſh the Wiſdom here ſpoken of, into 
Civil and Divine; and as all the Offices and Duties f 
Life may be naturally reduc'd to theſe two Heads, 
ſball ay ſomething of each of them. 
I. By Civil Wiſdom, I underſtand all thoſe libe- 
ral Arts and Accompliſhments. which any way tend to 
the benefit of Mankind; there is no Profeſſion to which 
Men are wont to apply themſelves, but what in ſome 
reſpects or other, hath a tendency in it, to promote the -/ 
' Happineſs of the Community they belong to; innu- - : 
merable are the Arts on which the eaſe and convenien ce 
of Life have a ſtxi&t dependance; ſome indeed have Aa 
ieee on Society than others, and the Blei- 
ngs chey bring are very conſiderable. eme. 
- Hence it was, that they who were the Inventers of 
Arts and Sciences; they who had deliver'd their Coun- 
try from Oppreſſion, or deriv'd a laſting Happineſs to 
it by their Wiſe Laws and Prudent Inſtitutions, had > 
Statues and Temples erected to their Memory, and 
were deify'd by the People. Such was Orpbews and Li- 
nur, Muſæus and Amphion, in the early Ages of the 
World; ſuch was Draco and Solon, Lycurgu and Numa, 
Men fo uſeful in their ſeveral Generations, that the 
Greeks and Romans, in an honeſt Gratitude for the 
Hleſſings they receiv'd, Conſecrated them, as it were, 
to Immortality, in giving Divine Honours to ſuch-Il- 
luſtrious BenefaQtors, ts oe 


* - 


* | C6 7 | 
Aud io nothing more did the Wiſdom of theſe great , 
| Men diſcover itſelf; than in the Care and Regard they ; 
had to the Education of their Youth ;' this they judg'd i} 1 
of ſo great Importance to the well being of a Nation, 
that no Government whatſoever, tho? never ſoſtrong , 
ly and firmly Eſtabliſh'd, could poſſibly long ſab 4 
without it; and indeed the wonderſul Succeſs of their 
Endeavours, was au undeniable Demonſtration of tbe 
Wiſdom of their Proceedings. For by inſtilling 4 | 
and noble Principles into the Minds of their Youth, b 
acquainting them with the Duties they ow'd ro God, 
their King and their Country ; and in Subſerviency to 
ttheſe, by making them in love with all Moral Virtues, 
with Fortitude, Temperance, Juſtice and Prudence, 
by inuring their Bodies to Exerciſe and Labour, by ar- 
ming them againſt the feat of Death, and teaching them 
to hazard all that was moſt dear to them, for the Pre- 
ſervation of their Civil Liberties; they produc'd in a 
little time a far greater Number of conſiderable Men, 
than all the reſt of the World beſides. 
From theſe beginnings; . Athens and Sparta, and Rome, 
made ſo great and glorious a Figute in the World; 
from theſe Beginnings we may date their Greatneſs, 
-. . - which being eſtabliſh'd on ſo ſolid a Foundation, could 
not but be laſting, e [3 Di A Wo 
W This is that Civil Wiſdom and Underſtanding 
[# . which is here recommended to our ſerious Imitation; 
which comprehends, as you fee, all thoſe neceſſaty 
Arts and Accompliſhments which render us ſerviceable 
to the good of Mankind. 
lf we now change the Scene, and conſider Wiſ- 
dom in a Religious Senſe, we ſhall find it to conſiſt in 
I forming to our ſelves juſt and right, and proper Ap- 
| oretivnſions of the Nature and Attributes of the Be- 
ing that made us; in doing this we muſt always remem- 
ber that tis a fundamental Principle of Religion, to 
| take care to reconcile the Perfections of God to ont 
| another ; we are not to exalt and magniſie his Power 


to the Deſtruction of his Goodneſs, nor are we { to 4 
interpret his Mercy, as to make it inconſiſtent with his 

| Wiſdom and Juſtice. gel 0 BO Gi Pe” 1 22 8 7 
-  Havingthuscon(ider'd his Attributes and Perfection, 
we proceed to his Works of Creation and Providence; 
by — iſtructed that by him it is that we live, 
and move, and have our 1 ; and then we go on to 
contemplate the end for which we were Created, that 
we were ſent into the World ro-ſojourn here for a lit- 
tle time, to be train d up and diſciplin'd for Eternity; 
and this leads us to reflect on the Immortality of t 
Soul, on a future State, and in conſequence of that, on 
the Rewards and Puniſhments which will certainly at- 
tend us in another Life, according to our Conduct and 
Demeanour in this. 13 
m This is that Wiſdom which Solomon thought fit to 
e | recommend to his People, with an Eloquence and Ve- 
'4 | Hemence peculiar to himſelf; but we muſt not ſtop 


n, | here, the Wiſdom which 1 would inculcate on--your 


Minds, is of a larger extent; it comprehends all the 


"| Treaſures of Knowledge; it not only teaches us that 
I; | thereis a God, but kindly informs us what he is; ic 
5, informs us of his Love, his ſtupend ĩous Love in ſending 
d his only begotten Son intothe World to die for Sinners; 


1 it lays open to us the Myſteries of our Redemption, ho 
8 that by the ſhedding of his moſt precious Blood, Life 
5 and Immortality ate aſcertain'd unto us, on the eaſie 
y Conditions of Faith and Obedience; it reveals unto us 
© our Saviour's Love in ſending the Holy Spirit from 
Heaven, to make his Abode with us, to Direct 
guide, Aſſiſt us, aud to lead us as it were, by the band 
into the ways of Truth and Righteouſneſs. 
By his aſſiſting Grace it is, that we are enabled to re- 
cover our ſelves from the Corruption of our Nature; 
that we are impowered to ſubject our Paſſions to the Do- 
minion of our Reaſon, and to put in Practice all thoſe 


Heavenly Virtues which Beautify and Adorn a xatio- 
0 1513 wo © no 
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Buy his affiſting Grace it is, that we learn tobe Sober; 


Chaſt and Temperate; to uſe the Bleſſings of this Life, 
as we ought; to do unto others, as we would t 


Fhould do unto us; to be fruitful in the Works of Cha- 


rity and Mercy, to preſerve our Integrity pure and un- 
tainted in the midſt of a corrupt and wicked World; to 
hate nothing more than Falſhood -and'to fear Death 
leſs than Diſſimulation: 19 f cn 

Having ſaid thus much concerning the nature and 
erxcellency of that Wiſdom, which is here propounded 

„„ ioltzt for ob ot 2h ts Tea: 
2. I proceed in the — to enumerate the 
ext and happy Advantages which naturally ariſe from 
lo conſiderable an Attainment. i 1 nns 
In order to this, I muſt obſerve the diſtinction be- 
tween a Mats private and publick Capacitʒ. 

In ſpeaking to the firſt, it will, I believe, be readily 
granted, (ſuch is the Power of a free and liberal, and 
_ 1ngenious Edication) that there is not ſo great and re- 

mar kable a difference between Man and other Creatures, 

as knowledge makes between Man and Man; a diffe- 
rence in many reſyects ſo remarkable, that did not 
both Reaſon and Revelation aſſure us, that we all had 
our Beings from the ſame all-wiſe, All- mighty Artifi- 
cer, we could not poſſibly believe it. 

What wretched and miſerable Creatures are the Ig- 
norant? How do they waſte and conſume their time, 
what Company do they chooſe? to what irrational Di- 
verſions do they dedicate themſelves? their whole Life 
is nothing elſe but one continud Actof Intemperance; 
they eat and drink, and ſleep away their Reaſon, and 
are ſo far from 'reliſhing any thing that is manly, that 

hey ſavour nothing but what Wine and Diſſoluteneſs 
inſpire them with. On the other hand how delightful 
and entertaining is their Converſation, who have been 
train d up in the School of Wiſdom ? how ſweet, how 
raviſhing is their Diſcourſe? how tree and eaſie is their 
Blocution? how juſt their Thoughts, how proper their 
K as & Expreſ⸗ 
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Expreſſions? how many thouſand Graces and Virtues 
appear in all they ſay, and do? e were all little better 


than meer Animals by Nature; what a ſtrange aud 


ſurprizing change is this? how has Knowledge and 
Experience ripend us into Mee. 
Another a yavlage of Learning is this; it prepares 
us to exerciſe thoſe Faculties and Abilities which God 
has given us}, to giye our Minds their due freedom, to 


diſengage em from a laviſh dependance on others; to 


mn 


diſtinguiſh between Truth and Error; to avoid re- 


judice, the bane of all Knowledge; and to be very cau- 


tious how we ſubmit and captivate. our Reaſonto auy 


Human Authority whatſoever. A fair and honeſt and 
impartial Enquiry into the nature of Things, is with- 
out all queſtion, a very ſure Preſervative from being 
imposd upon by the falſe Reaſonings of others, it 
guards us from the ſubtle inſinuations of Men who lie 


in wait to deceive. | This is a Felicity ( ſuch have been 


the ſad and lamentable effects of a blind Zeal and Ar- 
bitrary Power) that few but our ſelyesare ſenſible of, 
and therefore our Care ought to be the greater, that a 
Bleſſing of ſuch an ineſtimable Value, be continued to 
our Poſterity. Nothing is more certain, than that that 
which is true may be ſafely truſted to its own Evi- 
dence; .if that be not able to ſupport it, what fence 
can we find againſt Falſhood and Error? The only 


way that I know. of to conduct our ſelves aright, is 


ſtrictly to enquire into our own Principles, and to 
deal fearly and candidly and ingenuouſly with our 
felves; if others will not be perfwaded to do ſo, will 
their obſtiuacy change the nature of Things, and make 
my Errors to be Truths? If they are fond of being 
blind, muſt I alſo ſo obſcure and darken my Sight, as 
to keep out that clear and deſirable Light which ſnould 
lead me into Truth and Knowledge? 
Athird Advantage of a liberal Education, conſiſts 
in the directions it furniſneth a Man with, how to 


* 
- 


2323 Fs BE; 
* „e 


mport and conduct himſelf admidſt the verious 
7 : 5 _ remp» 


| 
1 
bi 
| 
| 
| 


vemptations of the World ; ſoto behave and demean I 
himſelf in all Exigencies whatſoever; as becomes 2 


makes him, as it wete, a Sacrifice tu his Paſſions, who 
lead him C 


Records, which are only able ro make us wife unto Sal- 
vation, ſhou'd ever be unhappy. _ " 
do not deny but that there are ſome who pervert 
this Knowledge, but ſure I am, that the true and proper 
and natural effe& of it, is the leading us into the way 
of Truth and Lite, even Life eternal; and thu « Life E- 
ternal (faith our Bleſſed Saviour in his Prayer to his Fa- 
ther, Fobn 17. v. 3.) that they 8 know thee, the only 
true God, and feſis Chriſt whom thou baſt ſent. This is the 
delt and traeſt Wiſdom. and this we are man's 
<1 HU 9. | | rg cnc 
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bleſſed effect of a pious Iuſtituti ; 
jom, in reſpect of which, all other accompliſhmeurs, 
e nothing worth, they are no further valuable, nor 
vill God reward them on any other account, than as 
hey contribute to our attaining this; this is that Wiſ- 
dom, wbieb whoſoever gettet b, levet h bis own Soul, be- 
de ver keepetb ſhall find good. . erm 21:3 TIC 05 BD 

Theſe are the Advantages which redound to every 
individual Perſon-upon his poſſeſſing that Wiſdom and 
aderſtanding which is here propounded to our Imi- 
ation. They give us (as you ſee Ja diſtinguiſhing pre- 
>minence above the reſt of our Fellow-Creatures, who 
are wholly ſunk into.Fleſh and Senſe ; they teach us to 
bring out Principles to the Tryal, to exerciſe our Rea- 
ſon, and thereby prevent the many Impolitions which 
are ſtequently palm'd upon the Weak and Ignorant 
by thoſe whoſe Intereſt it is to deceive z they guide a 
conduct us in the paths of Virtue; they ſhew us the 


deformity and deceitfulneſs of Sin; they fortiſie our 


Minds againſt all Temptations; and imprint upon gar 
Hearts a due Senſe of Religion, and inculcate upon us 
the neceſſity of out practiſing it, to our future well be- 
ing. All theſe advantages do eminently belong to us 
in our private Capacities, nor are the Bleſſings, which 
Learning and Knowledge derive! upon Societies, leſs - 
conſiderable. 2 777 
ment of a Kingdom; by theſe we are inform 
relative Duties, which we owe to one another; by 
theſe it is, that a Prince becomes happy in the love of 
his People, and the Feople no leſs happy in their O- 
bedience to their Prince. | ot VF rife. 
When Arts and Sciences are encourag d in a Nation, 
how do all things concur to advance its Profperiry ? 
Then it is, that Trade and Commerce increaſe aud 
flouriſh,. and Wealth and Plenty every whete abound; 
then it is that we hear af Wiſe States men and Able Gene- 
raliʒ *cis Learning that forms and prepares a 828 ſor 
185 ; Vern» - 


They contribute very much ta the — — | 
ofthe © 


z this is that Wiſs, 7 
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Government; Hiftory and Phuloſophy, Mathematick: and 
Oratory, are highly neceſſary co fo great and end. By 
remarking the ſeveral Laws and Cuſtoms, -the Virtues 
and Vices of other Nations, the State man corrects 
what's defective in his own ; by obſerving on the one 
Hand the miſerable effects of Arbitrary Power, and 
on the other the more terrible Calamities, which . 
#archy and Confuſion, Faction and Rebellion, bring 
upon a People; the Good Patriot, when call'd to ſerve 

his Country, is careful to preſerve ſo ſteady a Ballance 
derween theſe two pernicious extreams, that neither 
may prevail to the deſtruction of the Community. 
theſe wiſe Arts and Policies it was, that Numa and 
Auguſt us, Nerva and Trajan, Adrian 'and Antoninus, 
vern'd the Romans, who from the firſt Foundation of 
the City, down to the time of Conſtantine the Great, 
which was above eleven hundred Yegrs, never enjoy d 
ſuch happy Days, as when under theſe Emperors. 
| Nor are theſe Arts only neceſſary to Socicties in 
bi times of Peace; the General as well as the Stater-man 
1 maſt be diſciplin'd in them. All will allow that Hi- 
| For and Mathematicks. as well as Experience, are ex- 
treamly tequilite to the forming of an Hero; Courage 
alone is not ſufficient, there muſt be a Head to Con- 
trive, as well as an Hand to Execute; the greateſt Ca 
tains we read of in Hiſtory were Men ſo accompliſſid; 
is Alexander and Caſar,' Trajan and Adrian, were equally 
118 4s illuſtrious for the extent of their Knowledge, as for 
Ll the largeneſs of their Dominions. 599885 
1 Thus in as narrow a compaſs, as I cou'd, have I 
| il explain'd and laid before you the Nature and Advan- 
tages of that Wiſdom and Underſtanding which Solomon 
4 xecommends to out ſerious imitation: In which I have 
Ii done nothing but deſcribe yon to your ſelves. Is there 
11 any School that boaſts of its Divine ye much more. 
I there any that (glories in its eminent Pbyſician:? we 
have thoſe among us, to whoſe reſtoring, healing 
Art, (under the influence of the Divine tene 
124 Ot | TM we | 


| we abe tnany y of us .. 7). for our pre preſetic bsh 


you Iknow I do it with all Humility) to return your 
Acknow ledgements to God for theſe happy 

8 Nang, and 1 you be ſtrictly careful: to ĩm - 

K prove them to ſuch wiſe and | apy Ends and Pur- 

ring poles, that you may fay with 

erve ther Account, That the Grace which be ſo _— Gas! be- 

CC fowd upon ou, Was not in vain. 185 

ther Happy, for ever happy are all thoſe Perſons this 


uty. can truly apply this Sæying to themſelves 5 and hy is 
and not this our C 458 To what Purpoſe have we aſſembled 
our ſelves this Day together in the Houſe of God, if 


1 of ¶ we do not rec e ro make the application? — 

reat, che Advantages of Learning profit us, if we do not take 

oy d care to eſtab TTY in others a oe Senſe of its Excellency, 
by the uſe we make of it? We have paid our 


Education, but that is not all that we have to do; e 


Inſtruments of forming our Minds, and ingraſting 
thoſe generous Principles into em, which have inc 
own up, and ſpread, and riperws to ſo err 


ion. 4 42207 71 


for gp leſs 00 8d to his Father Philip, who: br him 2 


Kingdom, than to *4rforle who taught him hom 10 
11 overu it. Who among other Precepts gave him this, 


an- That no Honour and Acknowle 2 — are 
a ©; Jorteble to their Merits, who inſti? right Notions or 


aVe Things into our Minds and make us Wiſe, unleſs we 


ere Seil pay them the fame Veneration, which we give 
IC. to God Aa our carthly Parents, they reer 
Fain *Earthly Gods and Heavenly Parents. 

mg : *Mrocable to which"excel 
Ce) — * of bis Book of Meditations; 


acknow- 


11 1 any ons to engage my ſelf in a detail f 
your Praifes ; 1 4 chooſe 725 pteſs and exhort 


Vol are all, Ebekevt; de el wich benin 2 
rable Saying of Alexander the Great, I hat he thought 


Oy we find HA» 
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Paul, though on ano- 


humble Acknowledgements to God for his care of nut 1 


are next to conſider who under him were the Happy - 


2% 
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much as in any other B ww 7 % 
the Diſciple of ſuch eminen ilofoph phers, as Apollonime Wy 
Sextrs, Maximus, Ruſtic ts, — others. Nor was His I 
N Gratitude unbecoming His Wiſdom, for certainly, 2 
1 bove all other things, a good Maſter i is of ſo great im- c 
| . Portance, that the Succeſs and Pr icy of our Chil- | 
Aren io this W orld, do, as Imay 
| | upon it. 
But how great ſoever our Obligati ions may be, 
ai. thoſe-who moulded and faſhion d us — 8 * = 
1 not forget the Place of our Education, w 
our regard on ſeveral Accounts; we are a kf by — — 
Andebtèd to our School, than we calily imagine; we re- 
Vverence the Univerliy, here we per fected our Studies, 
and we follow the Dictates of hang in doing ſo; but 
nerver conſider that what we learnt there, is = 2 Su- 
ſtructure on that Foundation which was laid at 
School. I will not pretend to make any Compariſons, || 
| 
| 
| 


2 locvitably, de- 


| but this I muſt tay, that the Univerſity receives us 
1 Scholars, but the School, that makes us ſo. 
"8 Some Acknow ledgmeats then are due to chat Place, 
— early Seeds of Religion and Learning, 2 
Vixtue and Good neſs, were ſo happily ſown in us: 
it then our Care to expreſs out Gratitude in the wiſeſt 
22 prudent manner; ſuch has been the Liberali- 
Arden its Founder, who has provided for it a ver noble 
1. ourable Maintenance, that ir does wat tand in 
bo — of our Charity, but there are many other | ways 
tf whereby we may ſerve it; we may ary ws and 


[ vangeits intereſt among our Friends and Acquaintance; 
we may tell the World how — it is in preſent Ma- 
ſter; chat if Religion and Learnin 757 Fan Af 
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and Sobricty, of Kindneſs Wi .=8 of Mud 
and Moderation, to the Age we live in, which thro? 
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miſerable Inſtruments of contributing ro the TY 
on of Chriſtianity it ſelf. 
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15 ich they only can be truly ſaid to enjoy, who _ 


lights, w 


dor dwell and converſe together in Unity! 

& They who act otherwiſe, abuſe that Wiſdom, whoſe 
c and Advaatages I have been thus long recom- 
mending to your Practice: Bur Beloved, I am puſanaded 
better things of you, and rbings that ace Salvati 
tho I thus ſpeak, for God i not Unrighteows to forget your 
Work and Labour of Love, which at theſe our Meetings 

ſo conſtantly abounded to the Poor and Imligent. 
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